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1: Today’s Scripture Reading, 17th March 2024 Bulletin 12/2024

Sixth Sunday of Great Lent—Advent

090U UN-ULEURLE UNIUE UNI1INAUUEShLELNFY GLAFR0 VRUUUEL 2:8
3:17
Lphumnuny (Egniwd ni jiinubhwgwud

9qnyp tintp, np ntik dkyp atp dhunpp sgpuink hdwumwuhpujuitt mbuniphiibtitinny G
houpbpuwywjut uhlt puouptipny, npntip dJwpnuyhtt wwwbnniphibttpne G pnpebwi
nydtipnith Yypuwy Yp hhdtinmht G n'y pk Shuniu Lphumnuh 62dwphn Jupnuytimni ptiwi
Ypwy: (Npnhtintic dwppugwd Lphumnup uke Yp phuhh wunniwdwyhtt piniptiut widpnne
lhniphiipn: 6L nnip atip Yhwbpht jhniphiop qunup” thwiwny winp, np gnihubt £ ngtinkh
wphuwiphh pnp pphuwbiniphibtitipnit n whnmphibbbpnit: <unlwwmph  Gudpny  Gpp
Lphunnuh thwgwp, nnip atip dbhnptipp popwhtighp tii Lphumnuh  prhwnn ptudp
unwgwd tnup upnh prhwnniphiip: Ujponitin]” winp hin thwuhtt punnitigup, tio
winp htim wy jupniphit wnhp, pwbth hwiwwnmwghp Quwnnidny qopniptwbd, np quyi
dtintjbtptlt jupnigubitig: Lphunmnup htim Quunniwd at’'q wy jhbinpubwgnig, pwtih nnip
hngliinpuwtu dtnwod thp atip dtnptipnit yuwmbGwnny, npnyhtintic wiepthwm htipubtnubtn
thp: Wn', Qumniwd Gtiptig dtip pninp jubgwbapbtpp ti hp ppjuwbniptiudp elistig dtip
ophtwmqubigniptiwult hwdwnp dtigh nkd wpdwniwd nuumuyupunnptwb Johnp, quyb
hwswthwynhtt - quitinyg: Wuwhuny wbhu  ghtwpwth ppur ngtinkh - wphuwiphh
hohuwtiniphiitin n wtwmniphibttpp, juywmbuybu puwyununwting . Wupunnipbwi
dwniitinyg qubintip Lphunnup dtinpny, winp jupniptiwb wntib:
Q2gnipugnid ujuw] yuppuytmniphrbtitipk

Guiptiinpniphit Uh" mwp wiiniig” npntip atig Yp pbbwnunbi, pE htvnt sEp yuhtip
ninbnt e judtine, motiwjumupniphwbg, wduwdnintipne it Gupwe optinny Ytipwpbkpnn
Jubtmbtbtbtpp. npnyhtimtie wyn pnpnpp quithp hpwjuiiniptiubg pniph G, hull hpwjuwbniehiop
Lphunnuh dky E:

Ququj np ntik dEyp hp Ytnd hunbwphniptuwdp, hptynwlitpnit phduwyniwd
wuwynwinipny tir quituqub mbtupjpitipny atiq Wninptighl G Upgubtwuayta gpyk. npnyhti—
wmbtii wynuhuh@itipp Ywpnuyhtt hyupuniphil mupmwd G te §'niqtl hptip qhptitp
wwpuuwnply atigh: Wanbp Juw snibhtt Qnijuphtt’ Lphunnuh htim. dhivntin dwpdhbp’
Lphumnuh ttintighty, hp ponp jontipny ni juytipnyg $nijupht juyniwd nt dhugwod, whyt
Jwntit hp wtnuip, Qunniony juidpht hwiwawyb:

Lwiblth Lphunnuh htim dtinwp b pnphiwb njdtipnt mhpuytinniphikbt nnipu tGhwp,
hn’t 4p pwpnibuytp wynhy wybwbu® npytu el atip Yhwbpp wphuwphtt Juifunid niatbwp,
tir Yp htuquiinhp dwipnng Ynnit mipniwd wyuwmnihpwbbtipn, htvwyku® «Uh” dombtup, dh’
nintip, Uh' nugshp»: Qunbip pnnpt wy pwbitip G0 npniip gnpdwdni piwudp 4p thtwbwis:

Our Aim;

St Yeghiche Armenian Church aims to be the church for the whole community; a place where
those who have faith and those who yet to find it or renew it, can come together as a family
of God’s children; a place where all will be received with tolerance, understanding and friend-
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Wnwktu wwwnihpnnittipp  hdwunni Ypbwt pnih] hpttg  puptigquyunwljub
htptwud wpmuwywymni phirbbtipny, tind unttwuphniptudp tt wbhubwy jipuynyg dwupdhim
aiptiny, puyg wyu pwbbpp nbtiik wpdtp ynibht te Jhuyh dwpdhiip puiwpupbne Yn
ownuytili:

Utintih] tir wmyph; £phumnup htinm

Lwbhnpupniphih wnhp Lphunnuphtin, wyunithtimtie atp nwnpniphiip Gpyhtp
nundnirgkp, npnyhtimbic hn't £ Lphunnu, <op Qunnidny §nnip bunwd: Gpljtwenp pubtpne
dwuhli junphtigkp Gi n'y pL Gpypuwinp pwiitipni. npnyhtinbie nnip wyu wphaowuphhtt hwdwp
dtinwp, npuykbugh Lphumnup htim thwuhtt wyphp wyt fwbpny' np Qunniwd yhpuyuwhwd
L atigh: bul] tipp Lphunnu’ atip Ytwbpp juynbnih, wytt wntb nnip wy thwnpny wyhwnh
Juynbtnihp wiinp htin:
<ht tir inp Yhwbp

<twmbtirwpwpditingnigt’patipdky  tipypuiinpguittyniphibbitippn, wyuhbtipt' atiqit nnipu
Juibgtp wnnulyniphibp, wndniphibp, Yhppp, swp gubyniphitp e wquhniphibp, hiy np
Ynwyuwpumniphid . npnyhtintic wyn pnpnpp Quwnnidny wbhhiiwquitin dwipnng gnpdtiptt G, i
Wunniwd ywhnh yuwndl qubinbp: Gwhiwwbu nn'ip wy wyn pninpp Y ’paithp, tipp muuicha
wyn guwbyniphibitipny Ywypthp: Puyg hhdw atiqdt nnipu hnbtigkp wyn pnpnpp.—
pwpyniphirip, quynnyep e swpniphiop: QGp pipwbkh ntilk hwyhnyniphit jud yuh fjuoup
sjunth: Unin dp” fuouhp hpwipni: Unngl'p atip hhtt ftwbph ni twpujhtt gnpotipp, tie tnp
dwpn tinkp" atip Upwphshtt untphtt hwiwawytt tinpngnitny, npwytugh Juptitwp qghiip
twistiy: Waqui dp np Gnpngnitigup” w squy <ptiwy Jud htipwbtinu, prhwmniwd jud
wbhppthwwm, puppupnu, Juyptbh, dSwnwy jud wquwm. juy dhuybh Lphumnu, np wdkh hby | e
pnnpht dky:

<twmbtiwpwp, hpptic Qunnidny Ynndk pupniwd ni uppniwd e hp ubpp Juybinng
dwpnhy gpwuhpn tnkp. tinkp nnnpiwd, pungp, huntwph, htq ti hwdiptipumwn: bpupno
hwlinty hwiinnipdnn tinkp, Gt dtintigkp hpwpnt' tipp dkyn dhiuptt nkd mpmnibe dp nibbbwp:
bisybu Qunniwd Lphunnup thongun titiptig atigh, wytiyktu wy nnip hpwpne dtptigkp: Gi
wyu pnnpht Yypwy® witith ukp niatgkp, npmyhtinmtie ubpp wdkt htish wndipnnowgnighs yunuiui
E: Qtip uhpwntipnil Wby Lphunnup plunuinniphiip pnn pwquinpk, npnyhtintic Qunniwd
wyn hownunnipbwd Juistg abq” kY dwpdhth dke, np Lphunnup Gytnkghtt L Niunp
2unphwjuy tinkp Quwnniony:

(¢nn Lphumnuph puoupp atip dky phwijh hp wdpnne hwpumniptwdp, npybtugh
Juuuwptiuy hdwunnipiudp unp— ytightp hpwpnt i hpup hupuntp, G uundnuiitipny,
oph— bmiphiblitipny nt hngtionp  tpgtipng  atip - uhpmtipnid dke  2tnphwljunipbudp
qUuuniwd ophiitingkp: 61 hty np wy pikp, puoupny ek gnpony, dhpn Stp Shuniuh witiniing
nnkp, wiinp thongun gnhniphil juymaitiny <on Quwnnidn:

The Epistle of St Paul to the Colossians 2:8-3:17;

Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that
come from human thinking and from the spiritual powersa of this world, rather than from
Christ. For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body.b So you also are complete
through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority.

When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ
performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature.c For you were buried
with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trust-
ed the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead.

You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away.
Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He cancelled the record of the
charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, he disarmedd the spir-
itual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.

So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain
holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. For these rules are only shadows of the reality
yet to come. And Christ himself is that reality. Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pi-
ous self-denial or the worship of angels,e saying they have had visions about these things.
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Their sinful minds have made them proud, and they are not connected to Christ, the head of the
body. For he holds the whole body together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God
nourishes it.

You have died with Christ, and he has set you free from the spiritual powers of this world. So
why do you keep on following the rules of the world, such as, “Don’t handle! Don’t taste! Don’t
touch!”? Such rules are mere human teachings about things that deteriorate as we use them. These
rules may seem wise because they require strong devotion, pious self-denial, and severe bodily
discipline. But they provide no help in conquering a person’s evil desires.

Living the New Life

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven,
where Christ sits in the place of honour at God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven, not
the things of earth. For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. And
when Christ, who is youra life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory.

So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater,
worshiping the things of this world. Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming.b You used
to do these things when your life was still part of this world. But now is the time to get rid of an-
ger, rage, malicious behaviour, slander, and dirty language. Don’t lie to each other, for you have
stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. Put on your new nature, and be re-
newed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him. In this new life, it doesn’t matter if
you are a Jew or a Gentile,c circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized,d slave, or free.
Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.

Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tender
hearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other’s
faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must for-
give others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmo-
ny. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you
are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.

Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other
with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful
hearts. And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
through him to God the Father.

2: A short interpretation of the Scripture reading

3hUNFU LLPUSAUDR WFESULUL LUS UUSEHENUDR 22: 34-23:39
Ukidwgnyt yyuwmnihpwiip (Un 12.28-34, 1 10.25-28)

Bpp dwiphutightitipnp jutightt pE 8huniu Uwnnijightitipp wuuwywbatignig, hpwpne pny
tub: Winbgdt dtyp, Unjuhuwud Optiph dwubwgbwm dp, Shuniup thnpdabne hudwp
hwipgnig.

—Juwpnuwt'm, Opttupht ke n"pb  dkdwgn)i yyjuuunnihpwbp:
Bhuniu puw witinp.
— «Uppt” pnL Skp Qumniwdn wipnng upmnyn, wipnne hnghnyn i wdipnne dwmpnyn»:
Wuhluw E dtdowgnjt tr Juptiinpugnit wuumnihpwbop: Gpypnppp wnnp odwbt . «Uhpl
paytipnp pm whdhny whku»: Qu tphynt yqunnmhpuwbdtptd juputiugg Gd wdpnne Opktopp ti
dwpqupkibipne ntunignidobipn:
Npn"Lh npnht £ 2phumnu (Unp 12.35-37, 21 20.41-44)
Gnpp @wphubkightitipp hwiwipn igut, 8huniu hwpgnig wiinbg.
— bty Yp funphhp Lphumnupt dwuht: Apn"La Opnht £ wibs:
Wuntp yuwnmwuhiwbitight.
— Juwhph:
Shuniu puw wbnbg.
— Miptidh htsyEu Funhe Unipp <nghkh dtpptsniwd” quyt Stp 4p Ynsk ni §’puk.—
«Stpp hd Shpnou puwr.— We Ynniu tuwnk, dhivtiit np potwndhbiipn nnptipnin wwl] nobtd
npuybu yunmniwbmwby: Wpn, ek Gwihpe quyt Stp Yp Ynsk, htswyE™n winp npnhb i ppuy:
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Ny np Ypgur Wumwupuwd mw 8huniuh, G wyn opnipilt ujutivg ntirk dEYp skp hwdwpawytin
hptl hwupgnid nunnty:
Qgnipugnid OpLuph nrunighsitiptl s @wphutightitipth (Up 12.38-39, 1 11.43,46, 20.45
-47)

Wwu Shuniu dnnnynipnhi G hp wpwjipmbtipnit puw.
— Unquktuh wpenpp tunwb Opkaph nitunighstitintt nt @wphubkightiipp:
bptiig puwottipnih himquibinbkigkp G jumuwnpbtgkp qubntp. vwuybh th” phkp hiy np hpkop
’potb. npnyhtimtic wtintip Yp unpytightit, puyg sttt juunwiptin: Wanap dwbp tie ndntwpwyhp
ptintitip Yp nbtitt dwpnng niutipnib, dhiy hptip tnyt ptintitipp Ypbne antwqugnyt 6hqt huly
sl plitip: by np Y'pbtl, dwpnng tpbctine hwdwp §pott: bpbbg gpuuyubwyiopp Yp
Jwytighiit i hptilg hwgniumnbitipnit dnwtipp Y’plagutit: Lapenphpltinne pbpwugphtt Wuwwnning
wmbtintipp gputp Yp uppblt G dnnjupubttpne dkp” wnwehtt wpennibpp: Up uhptb
hpwywpwlybtipnt  Yypuwy Jdwpnngdl  pwpbtiibtip ponnith; G «Juppuybiomy, wyuhtiph
«nrunighs» UYnsnihp: Puyg nnip ntink dEyp «Jupnuwytim» dh” Ynskp, npnihtinmbie nnip pnnpn
tinpuynbiipn Ep b 4k niunighy nibthp: Gpyph Yypwy ntik dkyp «huwygp» dh' Ynskp, npnyhtintic
nnip Uty <wyp nibhp, np Gpyhtph dke L «Wdnwetinpn» dh” Ynsnihp, npnyhtintic atip dhwy
wnwelnpnp Lphumnub £ Qbp dkpkd dtidp pnn dtip uwyuuwinpp ppuy: Oy np hp wbéap Yp
pwpapwgbl’ ywhnh puntwphh, G ny np hp wbép Yp ppnbuphtight” whnh pupaputug:
Shuniu §jp puumuwwwpwmk Opkaph nrunighstipl nt ®wphutghttipp (Unp 12.40, 4 11.39-
42)
— dJuw) atgh, Yundwinpilip, Opkiph niumghsitp i ®wphubighitp, np  tpyhbph
wnppwyniphiip Yp thwlykp dwpnng wnebii. nnip skp dmbitin G pny skp mwnp twbic winbg™ np
'niqtit dmbk:

Jw) ahgh, Ytndwwnpbtip, Opkiph niunighsiip ti ®wphubtighitp, np Wkl Ynndk
wyphtitipnih mniiipp hptitlg atinpkh 4p juhpumwlkp, thiu Ynndk ftndwinpnipbhwdp atp
wmoppn §’tpupkp. wunp hwdwp wikijh pphun nunwwwpuni phid whunh pinniihp:

Juw) atigh, Yandwinpitp, Opkiph niunighshitip tie ®@wiphutightitip, np Wkl ynnik dny no
gudwp Up opehp Ukyp Gnpuwhunwwn potne hwdwp, hul Gpp jugnnhp” quytt akquk
Unjtwwyunhl witih ndnfuph wipdwth §'pokp:

Ju) atigh, 4njn wnwelinpniitin: GWpukp. «Wh np mwbtwpht ypuwy Jipnine tippnodp
Juunuwpbnt wupumuinpniptiwd wmwly sk, puyg wh np mwbéwuphtt nuyphtt ypuy §ipnbn
yuwpunuwinn E jumwuptnoy: Shdwpbbp, Ynyptn, n’p dkhyp upbtionp k, nufh’t pk mwbwpp, np
Up uppwignpot nufht: Guwd Ypubp. «Wb np gnhwpwtht Yypuy Gppnid §'pbE Gponodp
Juunwpbnt yupumwinpniptwb wmwl sk, puyg wb np §ipnbne gnhwupwttht npniwd gnhhi
Ypwy” wyupumuwinp £ jumupbnoy: Shdwpbtbp, Ynptn, n’p dkyp witjh juptionp k. gn’hp ek
qnhwipwbp, np Yp uppwgnnpdt gnhp: <tnbtirwpwp, ny np §’tipnine gnhwupwdho ypuy, §Epnone
Pt gnhupwbhb ti pE hnb tnudttpnih Ypuwy: QY np Pepnbne mwbwpht ypuy, §’pnbne pt’
wmwbwphi tir pl” Qunniony ypwy, np hnt p pbwyh: nyjiyku, ng np §’tpnbnt tpyhtphtt ypuy,
tinnunt pL Qunnidny quhhi b pl” Wunnidny ypuy, np hnd 4p duwnh:

Jw) ahgh, Yundwinphtip, Opkiph niunighsiitip i ®wphutigh@itip, np whwinifuhb,
uwihphtt n swdwdht wwuwinppp §n wmwp G JPuwbwnmbukp Opkiphtt  uipbtiinp
wuwpumuwinpniphibbtinpn, wyuhtipd® wpnupniphibp, nnpiniphiip G huwrwwmwpdniphiin:
Wunbtip ywtwmp tp gnpoéwunnt], wnwig dhrubtipp wintiubini: Unjp wnwetinpnbitip, 4ty Ynndk
udnniyp Yp pudtp, dhru Ynnik vwfuyb ninwp Yo Gykp:

Jw) atigh, Yundwinptip, Opkiph niunighshtip i ®wphutighGitp, np whwyhd G
quuwphl wpwwphbp Yp dwpptp, thiy ghutp el Gtpuhnht innn nuntghph me fadtithpp h oy
Juthynuwln phiudp tit winutinn phundp dtinp ptipwd Ep: Unjp dwphubkgh, twpy quuwphb tio
whwyhb ttipup dwppt. wpuyhuny nnipult wp dwpnip §ppuy:

Juw) atgh, Yindwrnptip, Opkiph nrunighshitip e ®wphutightiin, np Yp Gdwdhp Yhpnyg
atpdlgniwd gliptiquubbtipny, npntip wipmwpbwwbu qtintighyy Ytpticht, puyg tipplwuytu
ltgnit b dbnbjdtpne nuynpbtipng G wdkh mbuwlh wynoniptwdp: Lnjiwtu Ep nnip.
wpumwpbwyhbu dwpnng wpnup Y’tiptichp, puyg ttippttuwtu (tignid Ep Yindwinpniptiudp tio
wibonkiiniptiudp:

Juw) atgh, Ytndwinpbt’p, Optiph niunighshitip i ®wphutighfitip, np Ywpquptatipne
>hphdttipp Yp phtitp G wpnupbbpnit ghipquuittpp Yp qupnupkp ni §’pukp. «Gpel dkip
dtipn hwyptipni dudwbwlp wypwod ppuyhtip, dwpqupkitipne uyubtnipbiwi dwubwlyhg
whwh spuyhtipy: Ghwirwuhl nnip wpnk hul Yp Jyuytp pt npnhttinh bp winbg, npnip



dwpqupkiutipp Ynunnptighti: Gwugkp wdpnnewignigt’p atin hwyptipnit jhuwn aquo gnpon:
Oat'n, hdtipnt dtniGnbtp, hywtu whwnh Juptbwp thwhiniun wwy ndnphiph
nuunuyuwpunniptibt: Ghw tu atigh dwpqupkibp, hdwumnibtitip Ge Optiph niunighsitin
whnh npytd, nnmp winbdgdk ndwbp whwh uyuwbdkp, ndwbp hwskp, niphptitin
dnnnjupwbbtipnt 4ty whnh qubwnodtp tir hwywotp punupk punup: Wyuyhuny pnnnp
wpnupitipnih uywbniptut dwubwlhg tinuwd whwnh pup, ujutivg windtin Wpkh wphiath
vhtvtie  wphiin  Pwpwphugh npnhhtt Qwpwphuwyh, np uyubitighp wmwbwpht G
qnhupwuithtt dkpwuntin: <wumwmnm ghingkp, pE wyu pninp n6hpbtpni yquwnhdp whunh Ypkp:
3huniup ukpp Gpnuwnbih hwbnky (14 13.34-35)
— Gpniuwnty, Gpniuwntd, np 4p Ynnnpthp dwpgquiptitpp e Yp pupyndthp Quwmnidny
ptigh npwd Ywpnhyp. pwbh’ wbqud nigtigh npnhitipny hwiwpty, htyytu hwip hp dwgtipp
Up huiwpt ptittipnid muy, puyg nn'ip, Gpniuwnbdh phwhsttip, sniqighp: Whw «wrtipul
whwh ppuy atp wnihpy: Puyg Ypubtid dwtin, w] yhwh smbtiutitp ghu, dhostie np pukp.
«Ophittiw] ppuy wt' np Ynr quy Shpng wbtint iy »:

The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew 22: 34-23:39
The Most Important Commandment :

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees
with his reply, they met together to question him again. One of them, an
expert in religious law, tried to trap him with this question: “Teacher,
which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?”’

heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’e This is the first and greatest §
commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’/The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based = == %
on these two commandments.” ——
Whose Son Is the Messiah?

Then, surrounded by the Pharisees, Jesus asked them a ques-— T
tion: “What do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?” Proud Pharisee
They replied, “He is the son of David.”

Jesus responded, “Then why does David, speaking under the inspiration of the Spirit, call the
Messiah ‘my Lord’? For David said,
‘The Lorp said to my Lord, Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your
enemies beneath your feet.’g
Since David called the Messiah ‘my Lord,” how can the Messiah be his son?”
No one could answer him. And after that, no one dared to ask him any more questions.
Jesus Criticizes the Religious Leaders

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The teachers of religious law and the
Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses.a So practice and obey whatever they
tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. They crush
people with unbearable religious demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden.

“Everything they do is for show. On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with
Scripture verses inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels./» And they love to sit at the
head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. They love to receive respect-
ful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi.’c

“Don’t let anyone call you ‘Rabbi,” for you have only one teacher, and all of you are equal
as brothers and sisters.d And don’t address anyone here on earth as ‘Father,” for only God in
heaven is your Father. And don’t let anyone call you ‘Teacher,” for you have only one teacher,
the Messiah. The greatest among you must be a servant. But those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. You won’t go in yourselves, and you
don’t let others enter either.e

Safeguarding and Health and Safety issues are taken seriously by Saint Yeghiche Armenian Church,
copies of the policy document are available for view, for any related issues please report or contact
members of the parish council.
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“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you cross
land and sea to make one convert, and then you turn that person into twice the child of

hellf'you yourselves are!

“Blind guides! What sorrow awaits you! For you say that it means nothing to swear ‘by
God’s Temple,’ but that it is binding to swear ‘by the gold in the Temple.” Blind fools! Which is
more important—the gold or the Temple that makes the gold sacred? And you say that to swear
‘by the altar’ is not binding, but to swear ‘by the gifts on the altar’ is binding. How blind! For
which i1s more important—the gift on the altar or the altar that makes the gift sacred? When you
swear ‘by the altar,” you are swearing by it and by everything on it. And when you swear ‘by the
Temple,” you are swearing by it and by God, who lives in it. And when you swear ‘by heaven,’
you are swearing by the throne of God and by God, who sits on the throne.

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens,g but you ignore the more im-
portant aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the
more important things. Blind guides! You strain your water so you won’t accidentally swallow a
gnat, but you swallow a camel!/

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed
and self-indulgence! You blind Pharisee! First wash the inside of the cup and the dish,i and then
the outside will become clean, too.

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s
bones and all sorts of impurity. Outwardly you look like righteous people, but inwardly your hearts
are filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness.

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
build tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, and you decorate the monuments of the godly
people your ancestors destroyed. Then you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we
would never have joined them in killing the prophets.’

“But in saying that, you testify against yourselves that you are indeed the descendants of
those who murdered the prophets. Go ahead and finish what your ancestors started. Snakes! Sons
of vipers! How will you escape the judgment of hell?

“Therefore, I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers of religious law. But you
will kill some by crucifixion, and you will flog others with whips in your synagogues, chasing
them from city to city. As a result, you will be held responsible for the murder of all godly people
of all time—from the murder of righteous Abel to the murder of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom
you killed in the Temple between the sanctuary and the altar. I tell you the truth, this judgment will
fall on this very generation.

Jesus Grieves over Jerusalem

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers! How
often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her
wings, but you wouldn’t let me. And now, look, your house is abandoned and desolate.; For I tell
you this, you will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name
of the LorD!’%”

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 2024 According to the Lectionary of the Armenian Apostolic Church
18 March Daniel 7:2-27; 1 Corinthians 12:1-7

19 March 1 Corinthians 12:8-27
20 March Exodus 4:21-5:3; Zechariah 9:9-16
21 March Ezekiel 37:1-14; 1 Timothy 3:14-16
22 March Deuteronomy 11:10-25; Job 21:1-34; Isaiah 46:3-47:4
23 March Remembrance of Christ’s Raising Lazarus
Proverbs 14:27-35; 1 Thessalonians 4:12-17; John 11:55-12:11
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COMMEMORATION OF ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR’S TORMENTS
AND COMMITMENT TO THE PIT .

This feast is the first one among the three commemoration days dedicated
to the memory of St. Gregory the Illuminator, the first Catholicos of All Armeni- s
ans. According to the Armenian Church Calendar, it is celebrated on the eve of
the Fifth Sunday during the period of Great Lent. The feast is dedicated to the
torments which St. Gregory suffered during his imprisonment.

According to historical sources, St. Gregory the Illuminator was the son of
Anak Partev, a knight and nobleman, who killed the Armenian King Khosrov
Arshakouni. In retaliation, Anak is executed by the Armenians. His son, Grego-
ry, lived and studied in Caesarea, and was brought up as a pious Christian. Greg-
ory returns to Armenia as an adult and becomes a member of the royal court.
King Tiridates (Trdat), the son of King Khosrov and heir to the throne, appoints
Gregory as the Chancellor of the Armenian Kingdom. Tiridates, learmng that
Gregory is a Christian and the son of Anak, subjects him to severe tortures and commits Gregory
to death, by imprisoning him in a deep underground pit.

In 301 A.D., after spending 13 years in the pit, St. Gregory the Illuminator is freed from the
dungeon and emerges to spread the Light of Christ in Armenia. He thus becomes the first pontiff of
the Armenian Church, baptizes the royal family, and evangelizes the whole of the Armenian Na-
tion. Armenia becomes the first nation in the world to officially proclaim Christianity as her state
religion.

St. Gregory the Illuminator is recognized by all of Christendom as a Saint, and he is com-
memorated in all traditional Christian Churches.

Announcement,

We would like to inform our Parishioners and Armenian Community that Daylight Saving
Time starts on Easter Sunday when the clocks go forward one hour.

Kindly note that Easter Sunday Episcopal Divine Liturgy will start at 11:00 am at the new
time. Thank you




3: This week’s message from our Priest in Charge
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SUNDAY OF ADVENT ) A

The Sixth Sunday of Great Lent is called the Sunday of Ad- 4
vent. This Sunday teaches us about the first Advent of Christ — His
Incarnation: His Holy Birth when God became Man. This proved
the Truth found in the Scriptures that by the coming of the Savior,
a second chance was given to mankind to be guided on the path
leading towards salvation. ;

This Sunday also symbolizes the Second Advent. In the Gos- ¥
pels and Apostolic Letters there are many references dedicated to [
the Second Advent, where our Lord warns us about His return. In s
the Gospel of St. Matthew, Christ says, “...Watch out and do not SR
let anyone fool you. Many men, claiming to speak for me, will ESCASES.
come and say, “I am the Messiah!” and they will fool many people. § ‘
You are going to hear the noise of battles close by and the news of
battles far away... Countries will fight each other; kingdoms will attack one another. There will be
famines and earthquakes everywhere... And you will be hated by all nations for my Name’s
sake... Many false prophets will appear and fool many people. Such will be the spread of evil that
many people’s love will grow cold. But whoever holds out to the end will be saved” (Mt 24:4-13).

The message of this Sunday is a call for endurance, piety and modesty. Through these we
can patiently wait for the Glorious Resurrection of Christ, the purification of our souls and the tri-
umph of the True Faith. All Christian Churches celebrate the feast of the Sunday of Advent.

PRAYER SERVICES DURING THE GREAT LENT

Monday, 12th February, is the beginning of Great Lent, a period which lasts 40 days. The Armeni-
an Church defines the period of Great Lent as a time of abstinence and repentance for the faithful.
It is a profound and unique period of spiritual experience.

Liturgical celebrations on Sundays: There are services every Sunday starting at 11:00 am at St
Yeghiche Armenian Church. The faithful are welcome.

Vigils on Friday evenings: For the next three weeks the Friday evening vigil prayers will be
held at St. Yeghiche Armenian Church (on 8th, 15th and 22nd March) starting at 6:30
pm. We look forward seeing our faithful and raise our prayers for our salvation.



4: zngkhwughuwn - Memorial Service

Repose of the soul service at St Yeghiche Armenian Church is requested:

By Matilda, Rene, Artine, Mane and Nara Mackertichian, Seboo Mackertichian and Janet Simp-
son, for the soul of thelr Husband who was also a 10V1ng Father, Grandfather and Brother
the late MARTIN MACKERTICHIAN on the 40" day memorial of his passing, also for
all the old and new deceased members of the MACKERTICHIAN Family.

By Matilda, Rene, Artine, Mane and Nara Mackertichian, for the soul of their Sister who was
also a loving Aunt and Grandaunt the late AGNES HOVSEPIAN on the 7™ day memorial of
her passing. Also for all the old and new deceased members of HOVSEPIAN and
MACKERDICHIAN Families.

By Zara Sokratyan and Family for the soul of their Brother, Parents and Grandparents the late
YURI, KIM, JEMMA SOKRATYAN, and KLARA, ELEONORA, and LAURA IS-
RAELYAN. Also for all the old and new deceased members of SOKRATYAN and IS-
REALYAN Families.

By Zara Sokratyan and Family for the soul of their Parents and Grandparents the late YURI
KARAPETYAN and SVETLANA SHIOYAN. Also for all the old and new deceased mem-
bers of the KARAPETYAN and SHIOYAN Families.

May the Lord rest the souls of the deceased members of our community in peace and console their
loved ones with the comforting power of His Holy Spirit.

Rev Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is available to visit parishioners in the hospital, nursing homes, or home visita-
tions. He is also available to conduct Home Blessings, administering Holy Communion, consultations and
other sacramental needs. Please call the church office at 020 7373 8133 or Fr Nshan at 07548 777 147.

Hokehankist and in Liu of Flowers: Friends and family of the deceased can make donations, in memory of
their loved one, to St. Yeghiche Armenian Church General Operating Fund for prayers or in lieu of sending
flowers.

ENQUIRIES:

For ecclesiastical/parish matters including requests for Christenings, Home Blessing (Dnorhnek), Donations in
Lieu of Flowers, arrangements for Marriages and other church administrative matters please contact Mr Viken
Haladjian, phone: 07970 146 280 or by emailing info@styeghiche.org.uk
Alternatively please approach a member of the Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.
Requiem Service (Hokehankisd)
For Requiem Service (Hokehankisd), please call the administration number at 07970 146280, or e-mail us your
request to info@styeghiche.org.uk by Thursday, in order to include the name(s) of your beloved one(s) in the
Sunday bulletin. There is no set monetary amount for requesting Hokehankisd; any amount donated is appropri-
ate and appreciated. Please remember our Church in your prayers.

Your kind donations are gratefully accepted:

ANNOUNCEMENT:

St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council would like to invite members of the Armenian community
to become registered members and take part in Parish activities. Become a dues paying member and let
your voice be heard, be eligible to vote and be elected to one of Parish offices. Please contact a member of
the Parish Council at the side entrance desk of the Church or visit our website www.styeghiche.org.uk

We welcomes your donations for prayers and support towards church annual expenses. May the Lord
bless you and your family, keep you away from all harm and fulfil all you prayers and dreams.

-You may send in your donations as follows: Please post your cheques to: St Yeghiche Armenian
Church Parish, 13b Cranley Gardens, Kensington, London, SW7 3BB. Please make your
cheques payable to: “St Yeghiche Armenian Church”. P PayPal

-You can also pay by bank transfer to St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Ltd Ac-
count at: HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26, IBAN:
GB13HBUK40022642674432, BIC: HBUKGB4106F

-Alternatively you may use our QR Code which will enable you to make donations di-
rectly to the Church PayPal account. Please scan this QR Code to make your electronic week-
ly, monthly or periodical contributions. Thank you. St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is a Registered Charity, Reg No 1173403.
Please complete a Gift Aid Form with your donation. Forms are available from Parish Council.

Scan. Pay. Go.
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